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DATA RESOURCE PROFILE

Data Resource Profile: The Survey of Health,
Ageing and Retirement in Europe (SHARE)
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SHARE {s a uniquc panel database of mico data on health, socio-
economic status and socal and family networks covering most of
the European Union and lsradl. To date, SHARE has collected three
panel waves 2006, 2010) of current living crumstances and
retrospective life historics (2008, SHARELIFE ). 6 additional waves
are planned until 2024. The more than 150000 interviews give a
broad picture of Efe afer the age of 30 years, measuring physical
and mental health, economic and non-economic activitles, Income
and wealth, wansfers of time and money within and outside the
family as well as life satisfaction and well being. The data are aval-
able to the scientific community free of charge at www share-
pjectorg afier registration. SHARE is harmonized with the US
Health and Retirement Study (HRS) and the English Longitudinal
Study of Ageng (ELSA) and has become a role model for several
agcing surveys worldwide. SHARE's scientific power is based on its
panel design that grasps the dynamic character of the ageing pro-
cess, its multidisciplinary approach that delivers the full picture of
individual and societal agang and its cross-nationally ex-ante
amonized design that permits international comparisons of
health, cconomic and social outcomes in Europe and the USA.

53

Dﬂl-‘ resource basics Although the demographic tends and_their two

ation ageing is one of the geat socketal chal-  main causes (low fentility ll increasing life expect

e ees of the 215 cenauy, g in the 19905, ancy) are clear, not enough Is known about conse
B o iy, Alecan) wiaky amaciis bek b, el A bsslicaiions o poymliricn spting ou 6%
ccming up In pooeer pations becaue of e decln.  cunageablity through public poly. Undersianding
ing fer According 1o Eurostat, the rate of how the ageing process will affect all of us and d
alder people (65 years and above) in Furope, i rels.  entangling the influences of different cultures, his-
tion to persons in thelr working age, is expected 10 tories and  polices, is an  important sk for
almast double from 17% n 2010 10 30% In 2060." This y, demography, economics,
s unparallelied in human history and od gy in
ageng

warking person there will be one redred person.  into opportmities.
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In response to the Furopean Commistion’s strong
interest in obiainin

researchers. fro iple disciplines’ Although its
ovehosesens. staned enly o 3000, SEARS Ras ok
ccady of the crucial pilla
Buspesn Rescarch Arca. Siace 2011, it
ever Bumpean Kesearch Infrastru
Gansonhum (ERIC), with 4 new legal stams and
many of the adv

ocial and health
influence ageing pro-
ceues o the Indiridud wa societal levels. I add-
multidisciplinary and longitudinal nature,
STARE s 50 g 0B 5 ok mitiml 4TS
W enable rescarchars investigating how  different
Europesn welfare state fegimes moderate and medi
ale consequences and implications. of population
ageing. The data from people aged 30 years and
over collected in 18 Bumpean countries and lsael
are provided free of charge to the sceatific
community.

Two more features make SHARE a highly valuable
source for genuine cross-cultural comparisons. Fisst,
SHARE s closely modelled after and constantly har-
monized with [ts sister audies HRS in the USA and
ELSA in the UK This model ha and
informed exciting new survey research on ageing all
over the world, e.g. Japan (JSTAR), China (CHARLS),
Bral (ELSI). South Kowa (KLOSA) and India
(LASI) w puts SHARE into a ol per-
spective. Second, and as opposed to fay wlobal
sister surveys, SHARE in Wself Is a multk-national
survey, The SHARE intarview i ex-ante hammonized
and all aspecis of ihe data generation process, from
sampling 10 translation, from fickdwoek 10 dat
processing, have been conducied according 1o strict
qQuality standards. Maintaining this ex-ante harmon
ation in spite of national differences and decentsa-
lized funding poses great scientific and governance

e remainder of this ankte | aructured as fol-
lows. We will first document eligibility rules and
survey panticipation before we introduce the panel
and life history questionnaires as well as methodo-
fogical innovations, Ther umarize main find-
ings as well as the swengihs and weaknesses of
SHARE and lastly indicate where readers may find
more information about the study

Data resource area and population
coverage

After four waves of SHARE. more than 150000 inter -
views have been conducied with abowt
tospondents aged 50 years and owr and theks

THE SHARE SURVEY 993

Figure | SHARE couniies

(younger) parmers in 19 countries  {Austria

Crech Republic, Denmask. Estorda, France,
Gennany, Greece. Hungary, lrand, lsmel Iuly,
Netherlands, Poland, Ponugal Sweden, Slovenia,
Spain and Switzcdand: soc Figure 1).

The SHARE Larget population consists of all persons
bom in 1954 or earlier In Wave 1 (2004/05). 1936 o
earlier in Wave 2 (200506) and 1960 e in
Wave 4 (201011} who have their regular domicile
the respective SHARE country. A person ks
excluded if she or he is Incarcerated, hospitalized or
out of the country during the entire survey period,

speak the country’s language(s) or has
moved 10 an unknown address. In addition, current
partners living in the household are interviewed re
gardiess of thelr age. All SHARE respondents who
were inlerviowed in any provious wave arc part
of the longitudinal sample. They arc traed and re
interviewed if they moved within the country (for
more Information see the SHARE  methodology
volumes™)

SHARE is a multinational survey, which imvolves
differences In Sampling FESOUCES BETWEEN COUNIIKS.
Consequently, sample frames are chosen in acoord-
he best available frame resources in the
iy o achieve full probability sampling. Most
SHARE countries have access to population registers.
SHARE provides sampding desgn weights Lo compen
Sk e Wmagud st Pty of e wiiocs
sample units. Without such weights it is not pos:

o s arblassl sthns, o poyul i |nram
eters of interest
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You are here: Home - Wae 1

Wave 1
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In order %0 a0Cess he data, piease review he Information here

Relsase 260
Date: Nov 25t 2013

Citation
When USIng G313 oM TS Cat3s8t. piease CRe e Cat3set 35 DIows

Borech-Supan, A, (2013). Survey of Healih, Ageing and Retirement In Europe (SHARE)
Wave 1. Release version: 260 SHARE-ERIC. D2t s&t DOI 10 6103'SHARE w1260
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Weder. (2005). , ageing redirement \n Europe - FIrst results from the
Survey of Health, Agelng and Retirement In Europe. Manahelm Jannhein Research
Institute for the Economics of AQing (MAEA)
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* Borsch-Supan, A, Brandt M., Hunkier, C, Knelp, T, Korbmacher, J, Matter, F
Schaan B, Stck S, Zuder, S (2018). Data Resource Frofie: The Survey of Heatn
Agelng and Retiramen 2 (SHARE). International Journal of Eploemlology
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read more
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Questionnaires

Information on

P questions

» wording

» response categories
» order

» routing

EP029_LitFreeWork

| have very little freedom to decide how | do my work. (Would you say you strongly agree, agree, disagree or
strongly disagree?)

IWER: Show card 22

1. Strongly agree

2. Agree

3. Disagree

4. Strongly disagree

EP030_Newskill

| have an opportunity to develop new skills. (Would you say you strongly agree, agree, disagree or strongly
disagree?)

IWER: Show card 22

1. Strongly agree

2. Agree

3. Disagree

4. Strongly disagree

EP031_SuppDiffSit

| receive adequate support in difficult situations. (Would you say you strongly agree, agree, disagree or strongly
disagree?)

IWER: Show card 22

1. Strongly agree

2. Agree

3. Disagree

4. Strongly disagree
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I Er Europe
You are here: Data Access & Documentation - Questionnaires - Questionnaire -

| rome Wove 4

Data Access & Documentation

Questionnaire Wave 4

I Research Data Center & Data

Access ICoverscreen|Coverscreen| CAPI main End of life Drop-off
5 R s . |Showcard A : 5 :
baseline |longitudinal|questionnaire uestionnaire [questionnairt
l easySHARE
English generic
I Record Linkage (SHARE-RV) questionnaire Wave 4 X X X X % X
I Documentation Austria % X X 4 X
I Questionnaires Belgium (Dutch) x X X X X
I Ntant Belgium (French) X X X X X
I Miast Czech Republic X X X X X
Jue |
I OBt Denmark X X X X X
ot Estonia (Estonian) X X X
I Estonia (Russian) X X X
I Quest France X X X X X
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e - A‘*
P
- SHARE
¥ g ® Lot e, fon
Release Guide 1.1.1
Wave 4

E\VA S

=
mea
June 08, 2015

Handy information on

» Use of data
» Innovations
» Deviations
P Issues
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s ", : ' Survey of Health,
Ageing and
;' ’_SMI-_! .ﬁn R‘.-E_ Retirement in

Ll and Retirement in
50+ in Europe e

Europe

I H You are here: Data Access & Documentation - Documentation -
ome

Research Data Genter & Data Documentation of Wave 1 and Wave 2 Data:

Access

« SHARE Release Guide 2.6.0, Wave 1 and Wave 2
easySHARE

* Imputations o Wissing Udla in Vvaves 1 an [1)
Record Linkage (SHARE-RV)

» Borsch-Supan, A. and Jirges, H. (Eds.). (2005). The Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe —
Methodology. Mannheim: MEA

Documentation of SHARELIFE (Wave 3):

* SHARELIFE Release Guide 1

I o Schréder, M. (2011). Retrospective Data Collection in the Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe

SHARELIFE Methodology. Mannheim: MEA
I Questionnaires

I Sample

Documentation of Wave 4 Data:
I User Statistics

® SHARE Release Guide 1.1.1

I Methodological Research « Matlter, F. and Bérsch-Supan, A (Eds }{2013). SHARE Wave 4: Innovations & Methodology. Munich: MEA, Max
Planck Institute for Social Law and Social Policy.

I s moimatio S e » Malter, F. and Borsch-Supan, A. (2013). SHARE Compliance Profiles — Wave 4. Munich: MEA, Max Planck

Institute for Social Law and Social Policy.
l Contact & Organisation

I Publications Documentation of Wave 5 Data:
I FAQs * SHARE Release Guide Wave 5
E nce Profiles — Wave 5. Munich: MEA, Max Planck
- Institute for Social Law and Social Polic
» Malter, F. and Borsch-Supan, A. (Eds.) (2015). SHARE Wave 5: Innovations & Methodology. Munich: MEA,
[iEmr e | Max Planck Institute for Social Law and Social Policy.
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Methodology Volumes

SHARE Wave 5:

Innovations & Methodology

Edited by:
Fredenc Malter
Axel Borsch-Supan

SHARE “

and Retirement InE ope

Detailed information on
» Conceptual framework
» Methodology

» Innovations
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Methodology Volumes

- "
- -
-
- SHARE
-
o #-d-;'-lhhq-
50+ in Europe

I Home

Data Access & Documentation

Research Data Center & Data
Access

easySHARE
Record Linkage (SHARE-RV)

I Questionnaires

I Sample
I User Statistics

I Methodological Research
I Press Information & News
l Contact & Organisation

I Publications

I FAQs

Survey of Health,
Ageing and

Retirement in
Europe

You are here: Data Access & Documentation - Documentation

search

Documentation

Documentation of Wave 1 and Wave 2 Data:

* SHARE Release Guide 2.6.0, Wave 1 and Wave 2

Saliacuiatione of LA Datain o

aod 2 ol SHARE

» Borsch-Supan, A. and Jirges, H. (Eds.). (2005). The Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe —
Methodology. Mannheim: MEA

Documentation of SHARELIFE (Wave 3):

e SHARELIFE Release Guide 1

o Schréder, M. (2011). Retrospective Data Collection in the Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe
SHARELIFE Methodology. Mannheim: MEA

Documentation of Wave 4 Data:

o SHARE Release Guide 1.1.1

« Malter, F. and Bérsch-Supan, A (Eds.}(2013). SHARE Wave 4: Innovations & Methodology. Munich: MEA, Max
Planck Institute for Social Law and Social Policy.

upan Compliance TTones = Vvave 4

Instituie for Social Law and Sncka] Poliéy

Documentation of Wave 5 Data:

# SHARE Release Guide Wave 5
« Malter, F. and Borsch-Supan, A. (2014). SHARE Compliance Profiles — Wave 5. Munich: MEA, Max Planck

» Malter, F. and Borsch-Supan, A. (Eds.) (2015). SHARE Wave 5: Innovations & Methodology. Munich: MEA,
Max Planck Institute for Social Law and Social Policy.
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Documented Deviations

Variable

DNOO3
DNO33
DNO36
DNO37
PH
PHOOS8
PHO11
PHOO6
PHO10
CF
CF002
CFO07
CF013
CFO14
CFO15

CFO18

BR Export
BRO10
BRO11
BRO12
BRO13

AT

AT

w

AT

T

BE_FR

BE_FR

BE_FR

BE_NL

BE_NL

BE_NL

DK

DK

DK

FR DE GR IT NL ES SE CH_FR
(=
FR DE GR IT NL ES SE CH_FR
T,€
(&

FR DE GR IT NL ES SE CH_FR
T
-F

CH_DE CH_IT

CH_DE CH_IT

CH_DE CH_IT
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Close or press the ‘Esc’ key
Print] .

Physical Health (PH)

PHO11: CURRENT DRUGS AT LEAST ONCE A WEEEK

GENERIC Sweden (SE) english

Explanatory notes
Categories 13 and 14 not included

Text of the guestion

Var nasta fraga galler medicin som du kan tankas ta. Titta
Our next question is about the medication you may be pakort 8.

taking. Please look at card 8. Do you currently take drugs
at least once a week for problems mentioned on this
card?

Tar du fér narvarande mediciner minst en gang i veckan
for nagot av
problemen som namns pa detta kort?

Interviewer instructions

IWER: KODA ALLA TILLaMPLIGA
IWER: CODE ALL THAT APPLY

Response categories

Federal Ministry National

of Education Institute

and Research ’ ;
on Aging

LR B S
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Select Country -
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You are here: Data Access & Documentation - Documentation - Cross Wave
I Home Comparison

e
o Cross Wave Comparison

Research Data Center & Data

Recens For the correspondence across waves the basic rule holds that questions are

identically named if the content has not changed.

easySHARE As changes sometimes have to be conducted due to societal changes (eg. new communication tools) or due to flaws
Record Linkage (SHARE-RV) founfj in the previous waves (e,-g‘ ambiguous understanding of question wording) you will find an oyeryiew of the generic
versions of the questionnaires in wave 1, wave 2, wave 4, and wave 5 where you can track the deviations between waves
i easily. “Wave 3" was a different questionnaire named SHARELIFE and is not included.

I This overview contains:
a) the comparison of question texts, response options and inteniewer instructions in the main questionnaires
I oss Wave Comparise b) the comparison of drop-off questionnaires. We also documented movements from drop-off to the CAPI questionnaire.

Download: Cross wave comparison-document.

I Questionnaires

I Sample Explanatory notes:
I User Statistics W#_Question_Text Question texts of wave 1,2, 4 or 5
W# _Response_Options Response options of wave 1,2, 4 or 5

I BN R W#_Interviewer_Instruction Interviewer instructions of wave 1, 2, 4 or §
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FAQsS

Information on

» SHARE in general

» Data Access & Documentation
» Working with the Data
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Select Country -

Survey of Health,

== y . A Ageing and
2 S H A R E Retirement in
o A sud Netrement n Wirepd Europe

You are here: FAQs

I Home

I Dita Accass & Documantation Frequently Asked Questions |
In order to search for keywords, please use your browsers search function

I Methodological Research (CTRL + F).

1. About SHARE

1.1 What is SHARE?
I Contact & Organisation 1.2 When and where are the SHARE data collected?
1.3 How is SHARE organized?

I Press Information & News

S 1.4 How is SHARE funded?
I Publications 1.5 Where can | get information on ethics approval of SHARE?
1.6 What is SHARELIFE?

2. Data Access
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User Support

Write an e-mail to: info@share-project.org
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Documentation

Sources of information working with the data

» Data Resource Profile

» Questionnaires

» Release Guides

» Methodology Volumes
» Documented Deviations
» FAQs

» info@share-project.org

» Newsletter
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Information on

» What’s new in SHARE

» Future prospects

» List of selected recent publications
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Documentation

Sources of information working with the data

» Data Resource Profile

» Questionnaires

» Release Guides

» Methodology Volumes
» Documented Deviations
» FAQs

» info@share-project.org

» Newsletter
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I need information: how to proceed

a) Introduction

» Data Resource Profile
» FAQs

Share-eric.eu
(share-project.org)

| b)Data

» Questionnaires

» Release Guides

» Documented Deviations
» FAQs

c) Methodology

» Methodology Volumes
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——>| info@share-project.org
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Thank you very much for your attention!

Questions?

share-eric.eu

info@share-project.org
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- SHARE Data Access

H F and Retirement in Europe

Select Country v

- % Survey of Health,
S H A R E Ageing and
Retirement in
Ta e Ww Europe

UserID
You are here

I Home Access paSSWO rd
|
:> Research Data Cerjteq & Data Access

=

esearch Data Center & Data -

The SHARE data are distribdted
physically located at CentEfdat{
easySHARE Center complies with the Oeri

rough our Research Data Center which is
on the Tilburg University campus in the Netherlands. The SHARE Research Data
he German Council for Social and Economic Data for providing access to microdata.

Record Linkage (SHARE-RV) SHARE Data Access Rulg
The SHARE data c4

be downloaded fror) the SHARE Research Data Center under the following conditions:

Documentation

I Questionnaires 1. Applicants must have a scientific affiliation and have to sign a statement confirming that under no

I e circumstances the data will be used for other than purely scientific purposes.

I User Statistics

N

. Data will only be made available aﬂer lhese documents have been received, by mail or fax (care of Josette

User
Statement

I Methodological Research

I Press Information & News codé®and ®sword persist for all subsequent releases of the data. A new statement has to be filled, however,
when f the specifications given in the statement (incl. e-mail address) change. If users forgot their

I Contact & Organisation pass hey should go to http:/link.centerdata.nl/sharedata. A password can however only be resent if the
e-mail 'eefess typed in is the same as used when applying for the data. Additionally, the data are available via

N the GESIS Data Archive for the Social Sciences.
Publications
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Documentation

» 1.Data Access

» 2. Sources of information working with the data

» Data Resource Profile

» Questionnaires

» Release Guides

» Methodology Volumes
» Documented Deviations
» FAQs

» info@share-project.org

» 3. Newsletter
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